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Discussion Groups on Revised
World Reference Basefor Soil Resources

Dear WRB correspondent

ln follow up of the General WRB Meeting held in Petrozavodsk, in August 2004, a review of WRB has
been undertaken and proposals for changes made in order to produce a fully revised WRB document
for the lBth IUSS Congress that will be held in Philadelphia in July 2006.
The WRB Board wishes to submit these proposals to the soil science community in general and to you
as a dedicated WRB forum member to receive comments and constructive criticism to improve this
first draft of part of the revised document.
ln the present discussion we are particularly concerned about the definition of the Reference Soil
Groups and their place in the Key.

ln order to do so FAO has established discussion group sites on the lnternet that will deal with sets of
subjects and Reference Soil Groups where you can send your comments.

The following groups have been established with one or two moderators for each:

WRB-Descriptions

Dealing with Guidelines of §oil Profile Description in support of WRB

http : /iwwrry. d q ro u ps. o rqi q ro u ps/f aoA/íR B- Descri ptio n s

Spaargaren : otto. spaarqaren(Owu r. nl [Otto Spaargaren Netherlands I S R I C]

Micheli: micheli@mkk.qzip. h.U IErika Micheli Hungary Godollo University]

WRB-Anthrotechnosals

Dealing with Anthrosols and Technosols

http://w\ryw. do rou ps.orq/q rou ps/faoA/VRB-Anth rotech nosols

Rossiter: rossiter(CIitc.nl IDavid Rossiter U.S.A. ITC]

Zhang: ql4hanq@issas.ac.cn [Gan-Lin Zhang China Academia of Sciences]

lÍURB-ArgicSoils

Dealing with Luvisols Lixisols Alisols Acrisols and Albeluvisols

http: //www. d q rou ps. orq/q ro u ps/faoA/VR B-Arq icsoi I s

Deckers: seppe.deckers(ftaqr.kuleuven.ac.be [Seppe Deckers Belgium University of Leuven]

KrasÍlnikov: kras@bio.krc.karelia.ru IPavel Krasilnikov Mexico Karelia RC]



WRB-ealcid u ri gypsisol

Dealing with Calcisols Durisols and Gypsisols

http://www. dqrou ps.orqiqrouos/faoM RB-Calcid uriqvps isol

Berding: Írqnh,berdinq@ fa.Q.,orq [Frank Berding Netherlands FAO Nigeria]

van Huysteen: vhuystc.SCl@mail.ugys.ac.za [Cornie van Huysteen South Africa ]

WRB-Cambiumbrisols

Dealing with Cambisols and Umbrisols

http :l/www.dqroups.orq/qroups/faoM RB-Cam bium brisols

Hollis: i.hollis(&cranfield.ac.uk [John Hollis U. K. Cranfield University]

Costantini: costantini@jgedgjt [Eduardo Costantini ltaly Firenze University]

WRB-Chern kastaphaeozem

Dealing with Chernozern§, Kastanozems and Phaeozems

http ://wwr,v. dqrou ps.orq/qroups/faoA/V RB-Chern kastaphaeozem

Gerasimova: etingof@qlasnqL.lu [Maria Gerasimova Russia Moscow State University]

Schad: schad@wzw.tum.de [Peter Schad Germany Universiiy Munchen]

WRB-Ferralpl i nth in itisol

Dealing with Ferralsols, Plinthisols and Nitisols

htto ://www.dqroups.orq/qroups/faoA/V RB-Ferral pl inthin itisol

ïhiombiano: Lamourdia.Thiombiano@fao.orq [Lamourdia Thiombiano Burkina Faso FAO Ghana] ]

Hernandez: ahi@inca.edu.cu [Armando Hernandez Cuba]

WRB-Fieldmethods

Bealing with Field metliods in support of WRB

http://rrywrry.dlq rou ps.orq/groups/faoA/VRB-Field methods

Krasilnikov: kras(&bio.krc.karelia.ru [Pavel Krasilnikov Mexico Karelia RC]

Langhor: roger.lanqohr(Aruq.ac.be [Roger Langohr Belgium University Gent]



WRts-Fluvigleyplanosols

Dealing with Fluvísols, Gleysols and Planosols

htto ://www. dorou ps.orq/oroups/faoAru RB-Fl uviqlevplanosols

Blume : hblqloe@sole.untkiel.de [Hans Bl ume Germany U niversity Kiel]

WRB-Histocryosols

Dealing with Histosols and Cryosols

http ://wrvll. d grou ps.oro/qroups/faoAN RB-H istocrvosols

Goryachkin: serqey.qor@mail.ru [Sergey Goryachkin Russia Academy of Sciences]

WRB-Podzolandosol

Dealing with Podzols and Andosols

http://wttt v.doroups.orOiqroupsifao^ivRB-PodzolAndosol

Charzynski: p.gcha@oeq,U.ni.torun.pl [Przemyslaw Charzynski Poland University of Torun]

Spaargaren:@tott

WRB-Regoleptoarenosols

Dealing with Regosols Leptosols and Arenosols

http ://www.dqrou ps.orq/qrou os/faoA/V RB-Reooleptoarenosols

nrrotO,q!93!@g lDick Arn

WRB-Solonsoils

Dealing with $olonchaks and §olonetz

h ttp : //vuww. d q ro u ps . orq/q ro u ps/faoAru RB- S o I o n so i I s

Toth: tibor@rissac.hu [Tibor Toth Hungary Rissac]

WRB-Vertisols

Dealing with Vertisols

h ttp : //www. d q ro u ps. o rqi q ro u p s/f aoA/V R B -Ve rti s o I s

Wilding: wilclino(ötamu.edu [Larry Wilding U.§.A Texas A&M]

Micheli: micheli.erika@mkk.szie.hu [Erika Micheli Hungary Godollo University]



WRB-Locallegends

Dealing with WRB as a base for local legends

http ://www.dorou ps.oro/qroups/faoAiv RB-Localleqends

Napoli: napoli@issds.it [Rosario di Napoli ltaly ISSDS]

Engel: bob.enqel@nssc.nrcs.usda.qov [Bob Engel U.S.A. NRCS]

WRB-Keyrational

Dealing with the rationale for the Key to WRB Soil reference Groups

http ://www. dq rou ps. orqiqrou ps/fao/Vv RB-Kevratio n al

Deckers: seppe"deckers(Daqr.kuleuven.ac.be [Seppe Deckers Belgium University of Leuven]

lbanez: iiibanez@*cma.csic.es [Juan lbanez Spain CCMA]

The task for all of us is to contribute to the groups or subjects we have a special interest in or
knowledge of. The basic text needed for the discussion was prepared by Otto Spaargaren (lSRlC) in
consultation with the Steering Committee and is available from .

http://www.fao.orq/landand or goto
http://wllw.fao.orq/landandwater/aqll/wrb/news.stm and goto Key of the Major Reference Groups
all changes proposed in this document as compared to the World Reference Base published
(available: http:i/www.fao.orq/documents/show cdr.asp?url file=/docrep/W8594EA/V8594E00.htm)
are marked in red in this document.

ln order to subscribe to one or more of the groups do the following:

Subscribing:
To join the list, send a blank message to: join-WR9-lgroupnamel@dgroups.org, for example: ioin-
W RB-Anthrotech nosols@dqroups.orq
Unsubscribing:
To leave the list, send a blank message to leave-WRB-[groupname]@dgroups.org, for example:
leave-W RB-Anth rotech nosols@dqrou ps.orq
Posting to the List:
Send messages to: WRB-[group name]@dgroups.org, for example: WRB-
Anthrotechnosols@dgrou ps.orq
Open discussion list website:
http://www.dqroups.orq/qroups/fao,ryVRB-[qroupnamel, for example:
http ://www.dqrou ps.orq/qroups/faoM RB-Anthrotechnosols

The moderator of your group will add your name to the list and you will be informed
that you can now post messages, sent documents and read comments from others
on the same subject.

The discussion will in principle go on until the 1Sth of March 2005, after which the moderators will
submit a report on the groups discussion to the WRB Board and Otto will then incorporate all agreed..
changes in the revised text. We kindly ask the moderators to have that reports ready by March 3'1".
These reports should comprise the respective parts of the key and the respective diagnostic horizons,
properties, and materials with a very short comment on the reasons for the suggestions.

If you have any technical problem reaching one of the lists, please contact by e-mail
v.d,§lfqa§$.Rl'ante@fao.orq , with copy to the moderator of the group.

On behalf of the WRB Board
Erika Micheli, Peter Schad, Otto Spaargaren and Freddy Nachtergaele


